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 A dry air mass dominated over the island last week.   
 

The last week of October has been quite dry across Hispaniola with below-normal rainfall. Very little rain was observed 
over the island. Satellite estimates indicate only a few light showers over central and southern Haiti – less than 10mm in 

total. This makes the second straight week marked by a reduction of rain after a wet period earlier in October. Rainfall 

performance was mixed across the island during October. Parts of central and northern Haiti, as well as west-central 
Dominican Republic and the Punta Cana region have received above-average rainfall with 30-day surpluses of 50-100mm. 

Other areas, such as southern Dominican Republican and some far western regions of Haiti, continued to receive 
suppressed rainfall and exhibit 30-day deficits of 50-100mm. Seasonal and long-term moisture anomalies spatially mirror 

those of the 30-day period. Areas of southern Dominican Republic have the deepest deficits since late July (5-50% of 
normal rainfall). Vegetation health, as evidenced by remotely sensed indices, has started to degrade again on the island. 

The poorest conditions are located in the north and south of the Dominican Republic. During the first week of November, 

the GFS model forecasts seasonable light or moderate rainfall over the island. Total 7-day rainfall is expected to be 
around 25mm or less. 


